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good fortune of being 
ýnancially supported 
in part by many of 
our faith community 
partners, the United Way 
of Merrimack County, 
the Concord Female 
Charitable Society and 

the Friends Programôs 
fundraising endeavors.  
Several private 
grant foundations 
have also lent time-
limited support.  They 
include The Robert 

OUR MISSION
The Friends Program strengthens communities by building relationships that 

empower people, encourage community service, and restore faith in the human spirit.
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Building 
Relationships ... 	  
                
Restoring Hope

The Fr iends Program

Donna Odde
RSVP Program

The Friends Interfaith 
Caregivers Program 
(ICP) is now more 
than 10 years old. 
During this time the 
program has had the 

Alane Hill
Foster Grandparent 
Program

The Friends Foster 
Grandparent Program 
(FGP) has been 
awarded a federal 
contract to provide 
services to the 
entire state of New 
Hampshire. 

For 21 years, the 
Friends FGP has 
served four counties 
and designated towns 
in two additional 
counties. Crotched 
Mountain FGP,

headquartered 
in Manchester, 
has served the 
other half of the 
state. Crotched 
Mountain 
Rehabilitation 
Services 
(the sponsor 
organization) 
recently made the 
decision to relinquish 
sponsorship of the 
Foster Grandparent 
Program. The 
Friends Program was 
encouraged to apply for 
the contract due to our 
programôs strength and 

agency capacity. 
In April the Friends 
FGP began serving the 
counties of Hillsborough, 
Sullivan, Grafton and 
Cheshire in addition to 

Foster Grandparent Rena 
McDonald and Student.







4

its existing catchment area of, 
primarily, Belknap, Merrimack, 
Rockingham and Strafford 
counties. 
The Friends FGP increased 
its capacity by 60 Foster 
Grandparents and 25 volunteer 
sites, totaling 155 Foster 
Grandparents and 75 schools, 
child care centers and other 
youth-service organizations. 
Currently, the largest numbers 
of volunteers serving in the 
new region are in Manchester, 
Nashua and Claremont, with 
additional presence in towns 
just south of Manchester, 
Keene, Newport and Canaan. 
The Friends FGP staff have 
enjoyed welcoming our new 
Foster Grandparents and sites 
and we continue to explore new 
ways that we can serve the 

Grandparents
Continued From Page 1 region. 

Program Director Alane Hill 
recently made a presentation 
at the National Conference on 
Volunteering and Service in 
Atlanta. Alaneôs presentation 
included a summary of the 
goals of in-service trainings, 
the critical components 
for achieving those goals 
and comprehensive lists 
of organizations that could 
provide valuable guest 
speakers.  The presentation 
was a success. In-services are 
a vital part of our continuing 
training of volunteers and also 
provide our senior participants 
with enormous amounts of 
information and resources 
that help them navigate 
the growing complexities of 
modern society and manage 
month-to-month on meager 
budgets.  

Update
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Newport ofýce. Jessica joins 
us with a wealth of experience 
working with children and 
families and is enthusiastic 
about her role with our program. 
Anne Lajeunesse, another 
new Program Coordinator, will 
be leading the Junior Senior 
Friends St. Paulôs School 
project amongst other program 
efforts from our Concord ofýce. 
Anne comes with a strong 
knowledge of children and 
families and talent for bringing 
people together for a shared 
purpose. 
Also in July, The Friends 
Program welcomed two new 

members of our Management 
Team. Jean Tewksbury is 
our new Program Director 
for the Emergency Housing 
Program. Prior to coming The 
Friends Program Jean was 
the Childcare Director for 
the Concord Family YMCA. 
Angela Yanski is our new Ofýce 
Manager. Angie has been 
working in the non-proýt ýeld for 
a number of years. We all look 
forward to working with all of our 
ñnewò staff.
On August 1st Donna Fanny 
joined us as a Program 
Coordinator for the RSVP 
Program. Donna had been 
with Merrimack County RSVP 
for a number of years and will 

certainly aid the transition of 
our Merrimack County RSVP 
volunteers. 
I would also like to extend our 
organizationôs best wishes to 
some long-time employees who 
have left us. Tamara Saxby 
had been the Program Director 
for the Emergency Housing 
Program for a number of years. 
Terry Kneeland and Amy Howe-
Morton, were Junior Senior 
Friends Program Coordinators, 
and Shelley Wheeler had been 
our Interim Ofýce Manager.
These ýne people made 
signiýcant contributions to our 
organization during their tenure 
and for that we will forever be 
most appreciative.

Classic Car Show 
Continues it’s Support of 

The Friends Program

The Lone Wolf Cruisers 
presented their annual 
ñClassic Car Showò on 

June 8, 2008 at Wal-Mart 
in Concord beneýting The 

Friends Program. The Lone 
Wolf Cruisers have been a 

long standing and committed 
supporter to The Friends 

Program for the past seven 
years raising over $12,000.  

The Board of Trustees, 
staff and the people we 

serve thank the ñLone Wolf 
Cruisersò for their continued 

support  The Friends 
Program.




